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Coast Guard, DHS § 121.202 

PART 121—VESSEL CONTROL AND 
MISCELLANEOUS SYSTEMS AND 
EQUIPMENT 

Subpart A—General Provisions 

Sec. 
121.100 General requirement. 
121.115 Applicability to existing vessels. 

Subpart B—Cooking and Heating 

121.200 General. 
121.202 Restrictions. 
121.210 Heating equipment. 
121.220 Cooking equipment. 
121.240 Gas systems. 

Subpart C—Mooring and Towing 
Equipment 

121.300 Ground tackle and mooring lines. 

Subpart D—Navigation Equipment 

121.402 Compasses. 
121.404 Radars. 
121.410 Electronic position fixing devices. 
121.420 Charts and nautical publications. 

Subpart E—Radio 

121.502 Requirements of the Federal Com-
munications Commission. 

121.506 Emergency broadcast placard. 
121.510 Recommended emergency broadcast 

instructions. 

Subpart F—Control and Internal 
Communications Systems 

121.602 Internal communications systems. 
121.610 Public address systems. 
121.620 Propulsion engine control systems. 

Subpart G—Miscellaneous 

121.702 Pollution prevention equipment and 
procedures. 

121.704 Marine sanitation devices. 
121.710 First aid kits. 

AUTHORITY: 46 U.S.C. 2103, 3306; E.O. 12234, 
45 FR 58801, 3 CFR, 1980 Comp., p. 277; De-
partment of Homeland Security Delegation 
No. 0170.1. 

SOURCE: CGD 85–080, 61 FR 933, Jan. 10, 1996, 
unless otherwise noted. 

Subpart A—General Provisions 
§ 121.100 General requirement. 

(a) Vessel control systems and other 
miscellaneous systems and equipment 
required by this part must be suitable 
for the purposes intended. 

(b) The cognizant Officer in Charge, 
Marine Inspection (OCMI) may require 
navigation, control, or communica-
tions equipment, in excess of the equip-
ment specifically required by this part, 
on a vessel that is of a novel design, op-
erates at high speeds in restricted or 
high traffic areas, operates in a dynam-
ically supported mode, or operates on 
extended routes or in remote locations. 

§ 121.115 Applicability to existing ves-
sels. 

(a) An existing vessel need not com-
ply with §§ 121.402(c), 121.404, 121.410, 
and 121.602 of this part unless the cog-
nizant OCMI specifically requires com-
pliance due to the route or service of 
the vessel. 

(b) An existing vessel need not com-
ply with the requirements of § 121.610 of 
this part until March 11, 2001, or 10 
years after its keel was laid or the ves-
sel was at a similar stage of construc-
tion, whichever is later. 

(c) An existing vessel need not com-
ply with the requirements of § 121.710 of 
this part until March 11, 1997. 

Subpart B—Cooking and Heating 
§ 121.200 General. 

Cooking and heating equipment must 
be suitable for marine use. Equipment 
designed and installed in accordance 
with American Boat and Yacht Council 
(ABYC) A–3, ‘‘Recommended Practices 
and Standards Covering Galley 
Stoves,’’ and A–7, ‘‘Recommended 
Practices and Standards Covering Boat 
Heating Systems,’’ or with National 
Fire Protection Association (NFPA) 
302, ‘‘Pleasure and Commercial Motor 
Craft,’’ complies with this require-
ment, except as restricted by § 121.202 
of this part. 

§ 121.202 Restrictions. 
(a) The use of gasoline for cooking, 

heating, or lighting is prohibited on all 
vessels. 

(b) Fireplaces or other space heating 
equipment with open flames are pro-
hibited on all vessels. 

(c) Vessels permitted to use liquefied 
and non-liquefied gases as cooking 
fuels by 46 Code of Federal Regulations 
(CFR) part 147 must meet the require-
ments of § 121.240. The use of these fuels 
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